1642-45) RELATION OF 1614~ 45 233

found that his bonds were too tight, and complained
of it. An Algonquin replied to him, ‘‘ Comrade,
thou seemest ignorant of the rules of war.”” ‘‘ He
knows them well,” replied his Companion; ‘‘ he has
seen many of your people weep who have been taken
prisoners, and have been burned in our country. He
fears neither your threats nor your tortures.” The
Algonquin considered that he spoke insolently for a
prisoner, and gave him two or three blows. But the
prisoner did not lose courage, and began to sing,
saying that his friends would find means to avenge
his death. It is perhaps fifty years since any Sav-
age prisoner has been so gently treated. They did
not beat them any more, nor tear out their nails, nor
cut off their fingers, which are the first attentions
that the Savages pay to their prisoners. One day,
before they arrived at saint Joseph, whither they
were taken, Dieskaret sent a young man to inform
the Father who has charge of the Savages at that
place that he would soon arrive, and would bring
prisoners to Monsieur the Governor and to the Chris-
tian Savages, his friends. They were heard [72]
sooner than they were seen, for they came on, sing-
ing in their canoes. Every one ran to the bank of
. the great river. The prisoners were erect, dancing
in their fashion to the noise of the paddles and to
the sound of the conquerors’ voices. The scalps of
those who had been killed in the fight, attached to
the ends of some sticks, fluttered in the air at the will
of the wind, like vanes. As they neared the shore,
a salvo of musketry was fired on either side with
considerable skill. When Jean Baptiste Etinechka-
ouat saw that they were all ready to land, he called
a halt, and, raising his voice, he addressed these few



